
    

 

 

Heno-heno-mo-he-ji is a way to draw a human face.  About 300 years ago, Japanese 
children started to draw these faces to help them learn how to write! The word breaks 

down into hiragana alphabet characters:  he (へ), no (の), he (へ), no (の), mo (も), he (へ), 

and ji (じ). The first two he are the eyebrows, the two no are the eyes, the mo is a nose, and 
the last he is the mouth. The outline of the face is made by the character ji, and its two 
short strokes form the ear or cheek.  

Can you see the face that the two naughty boys drew on the wall? 

Now try to make your own henohenomoheji face!  Be sure to add extras like hair, a hat, or a 
body.  Be creative! 
 

     

 

  

  

Make your own… 
HENOHENOMOHEJI DRAWING! 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiragana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eyebrow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_eye
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_nose
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mouth

